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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To stabilize a printing action and a printing 
quality in a printer by a method wherein an appropriate back 
tension is applied to an ink ribbon, and the ink ribbon is 
prevented from slacking. 

CONSTITUTION: A first leaf spring 8 for pressing an ink 
ribbon 5 against an abutting part 7 and a second leaf spring 
9 for coming into pressure contact with a periphery of a roll 
part 6 of the ink ribbon 5 wound on a ribbon supply- side 
bobbin 5 are provided in an ink ribbon cassette body 1 . In an 
initial stage of winding the ink ribbon 5, the second leaf 
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spring 9 comes into pressure contact with the periphery of 
the roll part 6 of the ink ribbon 5, thereby preventing a 
slack of the ink ribbon 5 but applying a large back tension, 
When the ink ribbon 5 is almost completely taken up, the 
second leaf spring 9 is separated from the periphery of the 
roll part 6 of the ink ribbon 5 with the decrease of the 
outer diameter of the roll part 6 of the ink ribbon 5, thus 
resulting in the reduction of the back tension. 
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